Prognostic parameters in breast cancer.
Carcinoma of the breast is the most common cancer in Australian women. Current methods of treatment and refinements in therapeutic regimens are based on our understanding of the biological behaviour of the disease. Several prognostic parameters have been identified which predict survival and allow the selection of patients who may benefit from adjuvant therapies. The more important of these parameters include tumour size, histologic type, histologic grade, axillary lymph node status, estrogen receptor status and tumour growth fraction. Diagnostic pathologists who are responsible for the evaluation of these parameters should be cognizant of their relative prognostic values and also of other factors such as cellular antigens, lectin binding and oncogenes which may have potential roles in predicting survival and therapeutic responses. This review provides an update of prognostic parameters which are assessed through examination of the excised specimen.